
tions of Christ, for the sake 

of His body, which is the 

church, of which I became 

a minister according to the 

stewardship from God 

which was given to me for 

you, to fulfill the word of 

God, the mystery which 

has been hidden from ages 

and from generations, but 

now has been revealed to 

His saints. To them God 

willed to make known what 

are the riches of the glory 

of this mystery among the 

Gentiles: which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory. Him 

we preach, warning every 

man and teaching every 

man in all wisdom, that we 

may present every man 

perfect in Christ Jesus. To 

this end I also labor, striv-

ing according to His work-

ing which works in me 

mightily.” Notice again that 

here the “word of God” is 

characterized as “the mys-

tery which has been hid-

den,” but “now has been 

revealed.” 

These passages ought to 

be enough to convince us 

that the Bible is not a mys-

tery which cannot be un-

derstood by us today. On 

the contrary, God’s will was 

once a MYSTERY shut up 

in His mind UNTIL He saw 

fit to REVEAL it to us by 

the apostles and prophets, 

who wrote it down in what 

we now know as the Bible. 

We can understand it now. 

All we have to do is read it 

and follow it.  ~ 
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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to 

the public library in Navarre. 

Call for directions and more information 

(850) 939-8109 

This entire publication and previous is-

sues are available online at 

navarrechurchofchrist.net 

along with some more useful information 

Navarre church of Christ 

8490 James M Harvell Rd 

Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Assembly Schedule 

Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 

    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 

    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday 

    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME! 

January 25, 2015 

by Edward O. Bragwell, Jr. 

 

I often hear people say that 

the Bible cannot really be 

understood. One reason 

some give is that the Bible 

is a mystery that no one 

can understand. As proof 

they point to the fact that 

the Bible sometimes refers 

to itself as a mystery. Now 

it is true that in many pas-

sages the Bible does char-

acterize the things within it 

as a “mystery,” The ques-

tion that must be asked is if 

these things continue to be 

a mystery. Let’s first look at 

what is meant by the word 

mystery. A mystery is 

“something unexplained, 

unknown, or kept se-

cret.” (Webster’s New 

World Dictionary) The 

Greek word “musterion 

(moos-tay-ree-on)” which is 

translated mystery in the 

New Testament literally 

means “to shut the mouth” 

and means “a secret” ac-

cording to Strong. So the 

things that are contained in 

the Scriptures are things 

that at least at one time 

God kept His mouth shut 

about or kept secret. But 

the question is whether 

these things are a mystery 
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or secret any longer or has 

God made His will known 

to us so that we can un-

derstand. A careful consid-

eration of a few Bible pas-

sages should give us the 

answer to this. 

 

(1) Rom 16:25-27: “Now to 

Him who is able to estab-

lish you according to my 

gospel and the preaching 

of Jesus Christ, according 

to the revelation of the 

mystery kept secret since 

the world began but now 

has been made manifest, 

and by the prophetic Scrip-

tures has been made 

known to all nations, ac-

cording to the command-

ment of the everlasting 

God, for obedience to the 

faith -- to God, alone wise, 

be glory through Jesus 

Christ forever. Amen.” No-

tice that although the 

“revelation of the mystery” 

had been “kept secret 

since the world began” 

that Paul says it “now has 

been made manifest” and 

“by the prophetic Scrip-

tures has been made 

known to all nations.” 

Does that sound like the 

things in the Scriptures are 

still covered up (kept se-

cret) or have they been 

uncovered (revealed) so 

that we now can know and 

understand God’s will? 

 

(2) 1 Cor 2:7-10: “But we 

speak the wisdom of God 

in a mystery, the hidden 

wisdom which God or-

dained before the ages for 

our glory, which none of 

the rulers of this age knew; 

for had they known, they 

would not have crucified 

the Lord of glory. But as it 

is written: ‘Eye has not 

seen, nor ear heard, nor 

have entered into the heart 

of man the things which 

God has prepared for 

those who love Him.’ But 

God has revealed them to 

us through His Spirit. For 

the Spirit searches all 

things, yes, the deep 

things of God.” Notice here 

that Paul said that he and 

others spoke the “mystery” 

or “hidden wisdom” of 

God. But they were able to 

speak these things be-

cause “God has revealed 

them to us.” When the Ho-

ly Spirit made known the 

things of God to Paul and 

others, it no longer was 

secret. It is no longer a 

mystery, but can be known 

and understood. 

 

(3) Eph 1:7-10: “In Him we 

have redemption through 

His blood, the forgiveness 

of sins, according to the 

riches of His grace which 

He made to abound to-

“But we speak the wis-

dom of God in a mys-

tery...But God has re-

vealed them to us 

through His 

Spirit. For the Spirit 

searches all things, yes, 

the deep things of 

God.” 

 

1 Cor 2:7-10 
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ward us in all wisdom and 

prudence, having made 

known to us the mystery of 

His will, according to His 

good pleasure which He 

purposed in Himself, that 

in the dispensation of the 

fullness of the times He 

might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, 

both which are in heaven 

and which are on earth -- 

in Him.” We see here 

again that the “mystery of 

His will” has been “made 

known to us.” It is no long-

er kept secret. We can 

know it and understand it. 

 

(4) Eph 3:3-12: “How that 

by revelation He made 

known to me the mystery 

(as I have briefly written 

already, by which, when 

you read, you may under-

stand my knowledge in the 

mystery of Christ), which 

in other ages was not 

made known to the sons of 

men, as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to 

His holy apostles and 

prophets. To me, who am 

less than the least of all 

the saints, this grace was 

given, that I should preach 

among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of 

Christ, and to make all see 

what is the fellowship of 

the mystery, which from 

the beginning of the ages 

has been hidden in God 

who created all things 

through Jesus Christ; to 

the intent that now the 

manifold wisdom of God 

might be made known by 

the church to the principal-

ities and powers in the 

heavenly places, accord-

ing to the eternal purpose 

which He accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, in 

whom we have boldness 

and access with confi-

dence through faith in 

Him.” There are several 

things brought out here. 

We see that Paul had the 

“mystery” revealed to him. 

This mystery had not been 

revealed in “other ages,” 

but had now been 

“revealed” or uncovered. 

Paul wrote down what he 

received and when we 

read it we can 

“understand” what was re-

vealed to him. Also Paul 

had within his power to 

“make all see” what was 

once a “mystery” that had 

been “hidden in God,” but 

obviously no longer was 

hidden. God’s word is 

therefore no longer a mys-

tery, but something that 

has been revealed so that 

we can understand it. 

 

(5) Col 1:24-29: “I now re-

joice in my sufferings for 

you, and fill up in my flesh 

what is lacking in the afflic-

“How that by revelation 

He made known to me 

the mystery (as I have 

briefly written already, 

by which, when you 

read, you may under-

stand my knowledge in 

the mystery of Christ)” 

 
Eph 3:3ff 


